This autobiography marches chronologically, most of it written in the first person singular. This is not an easy style. It comes to life in anecdotal descriptions of encounters with persons whose names are well known. One of these, apparently in 1944, was when Moloney and a colleague tried to call on Howard Florey in Oxford. Florey was in Russia but they were well received by Ernst Chain (whose father was Russian), whom Moloney describes here as an Englishman in knickerbockers. When they asked how Oxford penicillin units were calculated, Chain gave a personal demonstration. He pricked his own finger and applied the blood appropriately to an agar plate with holes punched in it. A laboratory technique is thus being described, but it makes no mention of test bacteria. European readers will also be interested in Moloney's briefrecollection ofAlexander Fleming. There are many anecdotes concerning other haematologists and important men but usually without much narrative. For those seeking anecdotal sections of personal interest, the index may prove useful.
A section on the rhesus blood group factor is very confusing, for it says that 15% of humans have the rhesus factor while 85% do not. This reads like an inversion of standard teaching. An entire subsection has been devoted to the neutron flux from an atomic bomb explosion, described in a way which excites interest because we are told that the neutron flux harms the lens of the eye and can cause blindness. The reader, however, is not given even a hint of what the neutron flux is all about. It is acknowledged that the Ph chromosome was discovered at the University of Pennsylvania but we are not told that the Ph relates to Philadelphia. The occasional devastating threat of aplasia from chloramphenicol chemotherapy was well known by haematologists a decade before the date given in the book. It may not be helpful to pay much attention to unsatisfactory points like these, but their existence diminishes one's confidence in other parts.
There ought to be special interest in an autobiography such as this, for its insights into the history of haematology as a discipline. When Dr Moloney was a young man there was no such specialty, but in his lifetime it came to attract some of the best brains. In the main centres at least, haematologists became deeply involved in clinical work. When chemotherapy of malignant disease became worthwhile it was haematologists who were found to be sensitively tuned to the fine balance required in administering noxious chemotherapies, many of which can irrevocably damage the bone marrow. Most of these developments are touched upon here but not usually in a hard enough way to be useful as building blocks for history. The book remains firmly focused on its prime character, the author. An unsatisfying feature is that Moloney seems to be writing as a scientist while not providing acceptable detail. However, it may only have been bad proofreading that allowed him to return from Paris to Northampton, England, there to board the Queen Elizabeth for his trip home to the United States.
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